THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

quarrels between some of the chiefs. A crisis was passing
over the kingdom of Gujarat, and after the death of
Bahadur Shah that country became a centre of intrigue.
The nobles formed themselves into several factions, each
party endeavouring to set up its own puppet as ruler of
the country* These rulers were for the most part minor
and but rulers in name, and the result of the unsatisfac-
tory state of affairs was that the supremacy Gujarat had
enjoyed over all neighbouring countries soon became a
thing of the past, and general discontent and disorder
pervaded the land. The quarrels and ambitions of the
nobles sowed the seed of destruction which was to over-
take them. Saurashtra did not suffer very greatly from
this state of affairs in Gujarat. It cannot be said to have
progressed, but it was spared for a time the incursions of
the armies, which although a negative aid to progress
had at least its effect.

The most important event in the province during
these years of strife in Gujarat occurred in Jhalawad,
where Raisinhji Jhala in A.D. 1564 succeeded his father,
Mansinhji, who had been given back his lands by Sultan
Bahadur Shah. Shortly after Raisinhji's accession he
quarrelled with several of his neighbouring petty chiefs,
and on one occasion went to Dhrol to visit his maternal
uncle, Jasoji Jadeja. While playing a game of cards
with his uncle, a sound of drums was heard, whereat
Jasoji caused inquiries to be made as to who was guilty
of the affront offered him by sounding drums within
sight of Dhrol. The offender happened to be an ascetic
named Makan Bharti, who was going to Dwarka, on
hearing which Jasoji's anger was appeased. Raisinhji
then inquired what would happen were another chief to
sound a drum within sight of Dhrol, and Jasoji replied
that any one doing so would have his drums broken.
Raisinhji Jhala thereupon left for Halwad, and assembling
an army, marched to Dhrol and sounded his drums there.
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